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Files Disclose Sort of Data 
And Informant F.B.I. Uses 


By JOHN M. CREWDSON 

Sp«ci»| to Tho Sr* Yart Timet 

Aug. 1— Nearly Trivial Talcs 

2,000 pages of confidential files Mll . h „» Mr n . H ,„ rn ,. 
made public here Jast week *“. uc ” or Mr. Redfeam s re- 

have provided the first com- f " " h “ h he d( S« pai ? 

prehensive look at the sort of scve f*' «»™red dollars a 
information collected by the m ° n . th - tnv “" ^counting 
Federal Bureau of Investigation ? hat P art J me ™ ber ». at * for 
on radical organizations in this ^ mner - . * low heavily they 
country and at the kind of in- <•■»—**- -<* *•«- ..... 

dividuals the bureau hires to 
inform on them. 

Th^-Wes, produced over the 
last five years by an F.B.I. 
informant, Timothy Redfeam, 
are concerned onlv with the 
Denver branch of the Socialist 
Workers Party, a Trotskvite or- 
ganization with about 60 mem- 
bers here. 

The party Is one of dozens 
of organizations penetrated by 
thousands of F.B.I. informants 
over tne last two decades, but 
it is the first to have asked 
the courts for permission to 


smoked cigarettes, and the state 
of their health. 

The trivia and minutiae was 
filed by the F.B.I. along with 
more substantial facts and with 
Mr. Redfearn’s observations, 
many of which were pejorative 
and others that were incorrect 

Mr. Redfeam’s writing was 
laced, for example, with such t 
words as ‘'nigger" and ‘‘queer." 
and his account of a speech by 
a local feminist noted that "she 
talked about birth control, and 
the right to conrol her own 
body.” 

"Judging from the looks of 


see the results of the bureau's her bo(i y. nt > on® else wculd 
surveillance of it, something want t0 control it" he wrote, 
that was ordered in New York In another instance, Mr. Red- 
City last week by Federal Judge ^ earn reported that a woman 

vt-L. ~ ~ had become “the new S.W.p 

organizer" in Denver, but the 
description he provided of her 


Thomas P. Grisea. 

Rumor and Gossip 
The files contain dozens of 
written reports by Mr. Redfeam 
on every aspect of the Socialist 
Workers Party’s activities, as 
well as gossip and a variety of 
unsubstantiated rumor. They 
also show that the F.B.I. con- 
tinued to employ Mr. Redfeam 
and to praise his work after it 
had learned of his extensive 
criminal record and his history 
as a psychiatric patient 
It is Mr. Redfeam’s theft of 
ducuments from the party's of- 
fice here over the last three 
years, including one on July 7, 
that has led to local and Fed- 
eral investigations of two Den- 
ver F.B.I. agents to whom he 
reported and who, according to 
thefiles, received and retained 
some of the stolen materials in 
the bureau's records. 

In addition to informing on 
the party’s activities, which ap- 
pear to have consisted mainly 
of demonstrations and meet- 
ings, which Mr. Redfeam fre- 
quently described as "boring,” 
the many written reports he 
submitted to the two agents, 
Boyd D. Adsit, now retired, and 
John W. Almon, included every- 
thing from the substance of 
casually overheard conversa- 
tions to the sex habits of party 
members. 


was that of another party 
member. 

According to the F.B.I. files, 
agents here were well aware 
of Mr. Readfeam's criminal 
and psychiatric histories while 
lauding his performance in in- 
ternal memorandums and seek- 
ing approval from Washington 
for several increases in his 
salary. 

In 1973, more than two years 
after he began his career as 
an F.B.I. informant, Mr. Red- 
feam became the subject of a 
Federal extortion investigation 
after he sent threatening letters 
to a Denver resident occasioned! 
by a woman whose affection 1 
they both sought. 

That case, which was investi- 
gated by Mr. Adsit, who was 
also "handling” Mr. Rearfearn 
as an informant at the time, did 
not result in any prosecutions, 
nor have any of the other crimi- 
nal charges lodged against him 
by the local authorities during 
his relationship with the F.B.I. 

Three months later, Mr. R~d- 
feam’s fiie, which contained 
evidence of that investigation, 
as well as of some recent bur- 
glaries of the Socialist Work- 
ers, wfs rated "administra- 


tively sound” by the K.».i.*s in- 
spection division and his per- 
! formance was termed “excel- 
lent.” The file also contained 
a check sheet on informants in 
which his "patriotism” was as- 
sessed. 

Not Prosecuted 
After Mr. Redfeam was 
arrested by the Denver police 
in February 1975 in the theft 
of $19,000 in guns and other 
items from an East Denver 
home, he admitted to that 
burglary and six others in the 
area. eH was not prosecuted in 
any of those cases after he 
promised the court he would no 
longer associate with known 
criminals. 

Mr. Redfeam, who Is 25 
years old, graduated in 1973 
from Metropolitan State Col- 
lege here and later undertook 
graduate study at Denver Uni- 
versity. 

The F.B.I. file, which reflects 
that Mr. Redfeam was hospi- 
talized for nearly a month tor 
• treatment of a "depressed con- 
dition occasioned by his arrest," 
'shows that his services as an 
F.B.I. informant were .termi- 
nated in April of last year, fol- 
lowing that arrest. 

One month later, however, 
the F.B.I. officein Denver rein- 
stated him after he "expressed 
deep regret concerning his crim- 
inal activities [and] strongly 
insisted he would never become, 
involved in any illegal activi- 
ties in the future." 

Less than a year after his 
arrest, his salary was increased 
I to $400 a month, his perform- 
ance continued to receive high 
'ratings from F.B.I. inspectors, 
and. just last June, he was 
termed "stable and reliable” by 
the Denver F.B.I. office. 

According to the last docu- 
ment in Mr. Redfcam’s file, "In- 
formant was advised that the 
reporting agent did not con- 
template any future contact 
with him and that under the 
cirmumstances no further pay- 
ment could be expected by him. 
He asked if this situation was 
to be considered as permanent 
and was advised in the affirma- 
'tive." 




